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Mrs. Ruby held up a ten-dollar bill.
“Who would like one of these?” she asked her class.
Every hand in the room shot up.
“Great!” she exclaimed. “I have one for each of you!”

Alex couldn’t believe it.
He had been saving up to buy a new basketball since
he’d lost his old one. Now was his chance to get it!

1

2

“But there’s one thing you need to know,” continued
Mrs. Ruby, “you cannot spend this money on yourself.”

The children looked confused as
Mrs. Ruby explained further.

All the hands went down.

“You must use this money to make a
difference in someone’s life.”

Alex couldn’t resist.
“I’m a someone. Can I make a difference
in my life and buy myself a basketball?”
Mrs. Ruby clarified. “Someone else’s
life, Alex.”
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“Well, can someone else make a difference in my life and buy me
a basketball?” asked Alex with a smirk.

Mrs. Ruby just continued, “We have been talking all month about
RESPONSIBILITY and now is your chance to demonstrate it with
this money. You have one week to report to the class on how you
made a difference.”
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All the children
left that day excited
about Mrs. ruby’s
challenge – all
but Alex.

“What am I supposed to
do with this money?” he
grumbled as he shoved
the bill into his pocket.
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The next day during gym class, the children
were practising their free throw shots when
Mrs. Ruby started to partner the children.
“Alex,” said Mrs. Ruby,
“I’d like you to work
with Molly.”

Alex quickly forgot about the
‘gift’ as he raced home to watch
the basketball game on TV.

He was so excited that he
didn’t notice the ten-dollar
bill slip out of his pocket.

6

Thanks for reading the preview!
Buy the full version: www.laundrybooks.com/store
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