"/ Illustrator Contract
Must-Haves

Want to learn how to find the
perfect illustrator for your
children's book AND keep all
your bases covered? This

guide will show you how.
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Look Through an

Agency or Directory

There are many great illustration

agencies online. Visit their
websites, scroll through their
available designs, and pick an
artist whose style is just right for
your book. Then you can speak
directly to the artist or with an

agent to discuss pricing, timeline,

and more.

Pick from a Book You

Already Love

Search through children's books
that you already have and love.
Find an artist whose style you like
and contact them directly. The
worst they can say is no!

One of the first questions writers ask

me is how to find an illustrator. There !

arc many answers to this question, but

these top three methods have never

failed me.

Miriam Laundry Publishing®© | www.miriamlaundry.com |

@miriamlaundrypublishing |

Contact a Local College
or University

Ask their arts department if they

have any candidates who would
be up for the job. It's a great way
to get illustrations for a lesser cost
and provide opportunities for up-
and-coming illustrators.
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Bonus Tips

()

Always Ask to See an Illustrator's Previous Work
Before Hiring

If they have little experience, ask to see a portfolio and request that they
do some drawings for you before signing the contract.

Hire Your Illustrator Under a Work-for-lire
Agreement

When you do this, you will retain the rights to the illustrations once the
job is done.

Oo

ol

Be Flexible

Give the artist creative freedom as they bring your book to life. Yes,
you'll want a basic idea of what you're looking for, but it's important to
make sure the artist is having fun while they work on your book. Trust

me, it will make the process much easier!
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7 MUSTS tor Your
[Tlustrator Contract

ONCE YOU'VE FOUND AN ILLUSTRATOR WHOSE WORK YOU LOVE, YOU'LL NEED TO GET AN
ILLUSTRATOR CONTRACT. EVEN IF YOUR ILLUSTRATOR IS A FAMILY MEMBER OR FRIEND, YOU
AND THE ARTIST MUST SIGN AN ILLUSTRATOR CONTRACT.

HERE ARE SEVEN THINGS YOU MUST INCLUDE IN THE CONTRACT.

The Price
After you've negotiated with your illustrator and settled on a budget, make |:|
sure the amount owing to the artist is stated in the contract.

The Deadline

To make sure your illustrations arrive on time, you'll need to include a deadline in your |:|
contract. You'll also need to include the protocol if the artist is late or unable to supply
satisfactory results (e.g., penalties, termination of contract, etc.)

The Payment Plan

Your contract needs to include whether you will be paying your illustrator all at once, I:I
half to start and half upon completion, or another kind of payment plan. You'll also
need to include how you will be paying your illustrator (e.g., e-transfer, cheque, etc.)

The Book Size

It is absolutely essential that your illustrator contract includes the size of your book. |:|
You should also include exact page counts, covers, and anything else you want the
artist to illustrate.

The Exact Specifications Requested by the Book Designer

Your book designer will need the illustrations to be in the proper format.
Include these specifications in your contract.

The Storyboard

A storyboard is a resource that shows the author what the illustrator plans to do with the
book. It consists of simple sketches, laying out the art across all parts of the book. Then, |:|
if you want anything changed, you don't have to worry about additional costs. You can

catch any fixes before the illustrations are complete.

A Work for Hire Agreement

A work-for-hire agreement ensures that you will own the rights to the illustrations. This |:|
will leave you free to use the illustrations freely, whether that be on merchandise, your
website, posters, etc. It will be at no extra cost to you.
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Why I Started
Publishing

Writing for children has changed my life.

| know exactly what it's like to take that
leap of faith. To go from desperately
wanting to make a difference to seeing
my message impact hundreds of
thousands of children.

Now, | find that helping a new author
bring their story into the world is one of
the most fulfilling parts of my life.

I've published five bestselling and award-
winning children’'s books. I've self-
published and traditionally published.
These experiences have enabled me to
help other authors find the information
they're looking for.

And if there's one thing | know about new
authors, it's that they want to know how to
find an illustrator. So | put this resource
together. For YOU.

| hope this guide has helped you continue
on your journey to becoming a published
children’s author.

| believe in you,

Miriam
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MIRIAM
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CEO of ML Publishing

Miriam Laundry is the bestselling author
of five award-winning children's books
and is a Guinness World Record holder.
She has empowered over 100,000
children with her books and is passionate
about helping the next generation build
their self-confidence through inspiring
messages. As of 2024, Miriam Laundry
Publishing has published over 100
children's books.
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